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Rationale 
 

opportunities, relevant to their personal needs and aspirations. The curriculum is broad, balanced 
and inclusive and provides opportunities, diversity and challenge for all students.  The design of the 
curriculum aims to welcome and support all, with pathways designed to cater for all students. The 
principle of design is that of using effective data to design pathways that cater for the students on 
intake and at transition. The curriculum is also shaped by statutory requirements and the local and 
national context during a period of sustained reform to the nature and content of qualifications. 
 
Definition 
 
Curriculum can be defined as encompassing all activities within the school and so comprises more 
than the formal programme of lessons.  
As well as the subjects and pathways offered, it also includes the pastoral provision, extra-curricular 
activities and all those features which contribute to promoting  and 
values, aiming to promote student achievement, as well as the development of the whole learner s 
spiritual, moral, social, cultural, physical development and creativity. 
 
As such it forms the basis for all school policies. 
 
Aims 
 
 The curriculum design ensures all students are able to follow appropriate, and often bespoke, 

pathways through the curriculum which allow them to specialise for future career opportunities. 
 The school expects high standards in teaching and learning and has rigorous and robust self-

evaluation systems in place for quality assurance and improvement. 
 The curriculum is fully inclusive with opportunities for all students including pupil premium 

students, those with SEN and those students identified as more able. 
 The school encourages independent learners that are resilient, have responsibility for their own 

learning and develop a broad selection of skills. 
 Homework is purposeful and supports the curriculum taught in the classroom.  It develops 

independent learning skills amongst students. 
 literacy levels are the responsibility of all staff around the school 

both academic and pastoral. 
 An engaging and challenging curriculum will be provided, to ensure that students attend school 

and enjoy learning. 

 Students are encouraged to be ambitious when reflecting on their own progress. Their progress 
is carefully monitored to ensure that every student achieves.   

 Curriculum and pastoral programmes aim to encourage a rounded education which also builds 
upon each  spiritual, moral, social and cultural knowledge as well as their knowledge 
and education around the area of British Values.  

 All students are encouraged to participate in a range of enrichment activities. 

 The curriculum structure will provide equality of opportunity for all students. 
 
Broad Guidelines 
 
We will achieve these curriculum aims by: 
 
 Constantly reviewing and being creative with our curriculum to ensure that all learners are well 

catered for. 



 Ensuring that schemes of work for every subject area are comprehensive and ambitious. That all 
students, no matter their academic or personal circumstances are appropriately supported and 
challenged. 

 Organising the deploying of staff and use of other resources to maximise learning for all groups of 
students within financial constraints. 

 Have an expectation of high quality teaching and learning in every classroom, in every lesson. 

 Promoting teaching strategies that allow students to be reflective in their own practice, 
encouraging cross-curricular learning and high levels of attendance. 

 Emphasising the use of formative assessment by both staff and students.  All students are 
expected to improve their work after written feedback is given.  All students are expected to be 
aware of their current targets and how best they can make improvements. 

 Encouraging students to maximize their capability and increase responsibility for their own 
learning by developing their independent learning skills, raising student self-esteem and 
promoting the belief in all students that they can achieve. 

 Helping students to develop spiritual, moral, social, cultural and British values through a 
monitored programme of curriculum content and pastoral focus areas. This development of the 
whole learner is annually reviewed to ensure that all aspects of SMSC and British values are 
experienced by each learner.  

 Enabling students to acquire understanding, knowledge and skills relevant to adult life, 
employment and the world around them. 

 Encouraging learners to develop and experience understanding of the local, national and global 
community through the curriculum and extra-curricular opportunities. 

 
Inclusivity 
 
A central purpose within our school community is that expectations of all learners are equal, 
regardless of personal circumstances or challenges. To this ends, teachers have high expectations of 
learners in lessons and barriers to learning are well understood such that they can be supported and 
overcome through teaching strategies and different support mechanisms. 
  
The needs of students in receipt of the pupil premium are well understood and teachers skilfully 
address any barriers to learning to ensure that these students achieve in line with other students in 
the classroom.  
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The Deputy Headteacher has responsibility for the design, implementation and continual review of an 
appropriate and inclusive curriculum. 
 
The Learning Manager for Year 9 and individual Leaders of Learning will work with the Deputy 
Headteacher throughout the curriculum design and options process to ensure that the curriculum into 
Year 10 meets the needs of all learners.  
 
The Headteacher and Governing Body will ensure that this policy is effectively implemented. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed every two years by the Governors  Learning Committee. 
 
This policy relates to the following school policies: 

 Assessment  

 Collective Worship 

 Homework 

 ICT 

 Marking and Feedback 
 SEN 
 Sex and Relationships 

 


