
Dear Parents,

I am delighted that in our first newsletter of the academic year I am able to
inform you of the great progress made by students at Sir William Romney’s
School.  Yet again, according to Progress 8 league tables, our students have
made the most progress compared to almost all other comprehensive
schools in the area.  On average students at SWR made almost a third more
progress than expected.

I am extremely proud of the school’s high academic achievements while still
retaining the inclusive ethos that makes us unique.  Three years of academic
success is a phenomenal achievement.  I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all staff, students and parents for their contributions to the success
our school consistently enjoys.

SWR is a top performer - again!

Last year’s Y11 pupils 
celebrating their success

Our sports teams have also enjoyed a busy term of fixtures across all year
groups.  Highlights have included victories for our Y7, Y8, Y9 and Y10 netball
teams and early victories for our Y7 rugby team.  Our Y8, Y9 and Y10 rugby
teams have displayed great resilience and team spirit in narrow defeats last
term. 
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Sir William Romney’s School also enjoyed considerable success in the
District Cross Country event with Ajay Weston finishing 3rd and Jade Lowery
6th in their respective races.  Congratulations also to Klara Fletcher for her
recent selection to the county development academy of England for netball,
Steve Holloway for representing the district in under 16 rugby and Charlotte
Rushton for her selection to the GB start rowing squad. Good luck to you all!!

There has also been a wide variety of extra-curricular activities that students
have all enjoyed throughout the last term.  They have included the whole
school walk to Shipton Moyne and house competitions.  I am personally
looking forward to the results of the ‘aspiration’ banner house competition
this term; the winning design will be professionally printed and located at the
front of main reception.  Similarly, I am already excited about our Christmas
concert on December 13th at St.Mary’s Church and I’m hoping that the joint
student and staff choir may enjoy their first ever performance!

Staffing
On behalf of the Sir William Romney’s School community, I would also like to
officially welcome the following new staff to our school:
• Mr Dillon – Curriculum Coordinator Music
• Mr Mills – Curriculum Coordinator PE
• Mrs Eveleigh – Second in English
• Mrs St-John Smith – Teaching Assistant
As a ‘newcomer’ myself,  I would like to thank all students, staff, parents and
the local community for making us all feel extremely welcome and settle
quickly into our new roles. It does feel that we have been in position for
longer than one term.

Y11 Mock Examinations
This term is incredibly important for our Y11 students who will commence
their Mock Exams week beginning 28th November.  These exams are crucial
to inform teachers about areas that still need careful attention before the real
exams next summer.  Therefore, to accurately inform teachers about
students’ strengths and areas for development, I cannot underestimate the
importance of students seriously revising and preparing for the mock exams.
Students will be given advice on revision strategies that they can use and
further information is available on our website.

Looking ahead other dates of note for your diary are:
• Y11 Parents’ Evening – 9th November
• GCSE Awards Evening – 16th November
• INSET Day – 25th November
• Christmas Concert – 13th December
• End of Term 2 – 16th December

Thank you for your continued support and look forward to meeting you at
some of these events in the near future.

Yours sincerely,          
Jon Bell, Headteacher



BATTLE OF THE
PUMPKINS!

Throughout this summer the horticulture department have challenged students
to grow the biggest pumpkin possible, ready for Halloween. Students brought
their prized pumpkins into school on October 31st to be weighed. The pumpkins
were then taken home to be carved ready for Halloween celebrations.
Unfortunately the mild weather of last winter meant that this summer was a slug
bonanza, so many of the entries met with an unfortunate end! There were,
however, four entries to the competition.

Luke Moss, one of this year's horticulture students, grew a 7kg beauty at the
school allotment. This was surpassed by JJ Fitzgerald's 12kg monster. All,
however, paled into insignificance beside Mr Wagner's 38kg leviathan, which he
claims was down to mushroom compost and manure.

Well done to all who attempted to grow a pumpkin this year, whatever the
outcome!

Mr Barker, Leader of Learning - Science

PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT - Luke Moss, Mr Barker, Mr Wagner and JJ
Fitzgerald



SWR’s Music Man
Meet Mr Dillon, the new Head of Music

My first term at SWR has been
exciting, rewarding and hard work! 

When I made the decision to move
200 miles from Liverpool to the
Cotswolds I did so because I felt the
school was a warm, caring and
creative place to be. A term in I have
not been disappointed - I have been
welcomed with open arms by staff
and students alike and have had the
privilege to work with truly talented
students - from all year groups.

The Music department at SWR has
unbounded potential, a potential that
we have already begun to unlock.
Each year group and each class has
impressed me with their attitude to
their learning. We have begun to
discuss some tricky musical
concepts that students have taken
well in their stride - with students
lower down the school showing
great resilience in tackling GCSE
standard work. The classrooms and
practice rooms have been updated,
tidied and cleaned and a wealth of
new equipment has been ordered -
from West African Djembe to South

American Samba. Students will
begin to explore these musical
cultures in the coming weeks and
months.

Outside of the classroom, staff and
students have immersed
themselves in the newly formed
'SWR singers' that rehearse
Wednesday lunchtime in the recital
room (12.40 onwards - all welcome)
and in 'SWR Brass' (Monday
lunchtimes) with more groups
planned for the coming months.
Both groups will perform alongside
our partner primary schools at the
SWR Carol Service at St Mary's
Church on the 13th December. Trips
to the City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra are being
planned as well as visits from
professional musicians.

Our dedicated team of instrumental
teachers have spaces available for
students to learn a wealth of
instruments, any student who is
interested should see me for further
details. 

Finally I would like to genuinely
thank all staff and students at SWR
for welcoming me during my first
term - I know the students will
continue to impress me with their
musicality and passion for Music in
the coming months.

Mr Dillon, Head of Music



What’s been happening at SWR?
HISTORY TOUR

Mr Godwin took his Y11
History group on a trip to the
beautiful Chavenage House as
part of their GCSE course
work. 
Pupils took notes about the
history of Chavenage House,
famous for its role in BBC1’s
hit period drama Poldark, with
Mr Godwin as ever on hand to
be a helpful tour guide.

WORLD CHANGERS

A group of budding
politicians, lawyers and
world changers travelled to
Cirencester Council
Chambers to discuss
international development in
a mock UN debate
alongside other local
schools.
Geography teacher Mrs
Jenny Jones, who took the
group, said she was very
impressed by their debating

WINNERS!

Well done to book worm
Year 8 pupils Jemma
Walker, Kerry Myers and
Lauren Vater (not pictured)
who won a book voucher
from the Yellow-Lighted
Bookshop for completing
the SWR Summer Reading
Challenge set by SWR
librarian Miss Trowell.
Well done, girls!



Over the last few weeks, Year 7 and 8 students were set an Art homework to
create a Christmas card design. Parents and guardians now have the opportu
nity to get the Christmas card designs printed professionally.

The Art Projects for Schools website (www.apfsorders.co.uk) has not been
working for the last week, but after speaking to the company, I have been
assured that it will be up and running very soon. Thank you for your patience
regarding the website and please keep trying! The unique order code that you
will need is on the small square order form stuck on the reverse of your child’s
design.

After ordering, students must return their designs so that they can be sent to the
company for printing. Even if students do not want to order cards, please
encourage them to return all designs as they will be entered into a competition
to find the school Christmas card for this year.

Mr Davies,
Leader of Learning, Creatives.

Y7 and Y8 Christmas Card Designs

A stunning Christmas Card made by Y8 pupil Layla Jordan last year

With Christmas in mind, don’t forget our Christmas Carol Concert on Tuesday
December 13th which starts at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church, Tetbury!



STAR SCRUM AT SWR

WE were lucky enough to have ex Worcester, Gloucester and South Africa
Rugby Union star Thinus Delport visit the school to give a motivational
assembly about aiming high and to train the Y11 rugby team. 
The event, part of the Sky Sports Living for Sport Project, was a reward for the
school’s commitment to the development of sporting participation for all
students – regardless of age, gender, or ability. The main purpose of Thinus’
visit was to see the Living for Sport students in action, on this occasion
developing their table tennis and boccia skills during their weekly Wednesday
lunchtime club, organised by Mrs Brown. It was a great opportunity for these
students to meet, talk to and interact with a former professional athlete, as well
as have the opportunity to ask him questions and get to know him. 
The school would like to thank Thinus for the time he spent working with stu
dents. They were truly inspired.        Mr Mills - Head of P.E



ANDROMEDA won the battle of the
houses in the recent cross country
competition, beating Orion into
second place and Pegasus into third. 

It was a well fought out competition,
with many determined runners,
including Joe Staples (pictured left)
who won the Inter Boys’ competition,
taking part.

The results are as follows:

CROSS COUNTRY COMPETITION

INTER GIRLS – Jade Lowery 1st, Anouk Ferrolho Whiting 2nd, Evie Garbett
3rd, Charlotte Rushton 4th, Maddie Trenchard 5th, Grace Guerrini 6th.
INTER BOYS – Joe Staples 1st, Josh Blake 2nd, Luke Ravenhill 3rd, Fin
Fowler 4th, Tirian Jakes 5th, Oriol Marshal Hoyas 6th.

JUNIOR BOYS – Hugh Chidley 1st, Zion Raath 2nd, Tom Chappell 3rd, Nathan
Solle 4th, Billy Montague 5th, Theo Laffort 6th.
JUNIOR GIRLS – Emily Dandy 1st, Matilda Simonin 2nd, Madeleine Walker
3rd, Ruby Dunn 4th, Phoebe Hawkins 5th, Nell Grant- Evans 6th.



,MINOR GIRLS – Holly Elliot 1st, Amber Sumpter 2nd, Ella Millard 3rd,
Phoebe Forrest 4th, Lana Walsh 5th, Islay Falconer 6th. 
MINOR BOYS – Ajay Weston 1st, William Bowers 2nd, Oli Brown 3rd, Oliver
Elliott 4th, Theo Saunders 5th, Morgan Lyle 6t, William Randell 7th

For all the latest results, fixtures and all other SWR sports news,
follow the sports department at @SWRSportTetbury on Twitter.

Here, you can find all the latest on clubs, matches. pick-up times
and all the players of the matches. 



Years 7, 8 and 9 Homework
Allowing your child to dive deeper into their learning

Many thanks to all that took part in the evaluation at the end of the last
academic year, students and teachers also took part in the evaluation process
and I am pleased to report that overall all three groups have viewed the
changes in a positive light. In particular you as parents were happy with the
email communication that you now have informing you of the homework, the
element of choice and challenge your child has in terms of their homework. As
with any system it doesn’t suit everyone and there are development points we
aim to work on throughout the year. The students echoed parental feedback in
saying they liked the element of choice and 56% of students said there were
putting more effort into their homework. 70% of staff noted that they had seen a
drastic improvement in the quality of homework handed in and felt that students
were really challenging themselves. All of this is having a really positive impact
on your child’s learning. 

As we move into this academic year we will continue on the new model and
plan to review it again in January. Below is the timetable until Christmas: 

Year 7: (Expected to spend at least 1hr 15 mins)

Dates: Subjects:
12-Sep English, Art, IT
26-Sep Maths, Science
10-Oct English, History, Drama
1-Oct Maths, Science, Languages
14-Nov English, DT, Geog
28-Nov Maths, Science, Music
12-Dec English, RE

Year 8:  (Expected to spend at least 1 hr 30 mins)

Dates: Subjects
12-Sep Maths, Art
26-Sep English, History, IT
10-Oct Maths, Science, Geog
31-Oct English, Drama, Languages
14-Nov Maths, Science, RE
28-Nov English, Music
12-Dec Maths, Science, DT
12-Dec English, Science, IT



Year 9: (Expected to spend at least 1hr 45 mins)

Dates: Subjects
12-Sep English, Music
26-Sep Maths, Geog, RE
10-Oct English, Science, Art
31-Oct Maths, History
14-Nov English, Science, DT
28-Nov Maths, Drama, Languages

Just as a reminder students will be given 2 weeks to complete and hand in a
piece of homework. If they struggle with this please encourage them to speak to
their class teacher or to come along to Homework club after school on a
Tuesday and Thursday 3.20-4.30 in the Library with Miss Trowell.

Many thanks for your continued support with homework. 

Mrs Lynham, Humanities Leader of Learning 

Grok Code Quest
Four of our year 9 students, Hattie Nixon, Katie Smith, Courtney Weeks and
Jacob Page, are going to be working on a national coding competition over the
next few months. Starting at the end of October, they will be completing a
different coding challenge each week, winning points as they go. 

Computing at SWR focuses on students working to solve problems and this is a
fantastic opportunity for four of our students to engage in something
challenging, difficult, yet deeply rewarding. Good luck to them all.

On a similar note, a public well done to Hattie Nixon who has been working on
completing a number of challenges on a cyrptography (code breaking) website
over the past few weeks. She has successfully completed her age group
challenges and is now making fantastic progress creaking codes aimed at 15-
18  year old students. She is showing excellent resilience and grit!
Mr Duke, Head of IT

And finally...

Clay Club!
There are only two remaining places for next term’s club
left. The club will continue to run throughout the year
and places are allocated to a student once signed slips
are back. 
Letters/permission slips can be collected from the office
and returned there for Mrs Rogers to then arrange the
groups.
This terms dates and timings are 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd
and 30th November and 7th December, always on
Wednesdays at 3.25-4.40pm in AR2

Y9 Science Trip
See Mrs Copcutt if you
are interested in a
Science Christmas
Lecture. It will be held at
Dean Close School on
December 5th.

For up-to-date news
follow us on Twitter


