
Countdown to Christmas!

DECEMBER 2016

A MESSAGE FROM MR BELL

THANK YOU again for your 
continued support since the start of
the school year.  

As always, it has been an incredi-
bly busy, productive and enjoyable
two terms.  

Our Y7 students have settled 
extremely well into life at SWR and
our Y10 students are rising to the
challenge and demands of new
GCSE courses.  I have also been
impressed with the maturity, focus
and resilience demonstrated by our
Y11 students during their recent
mock examinations.

Following end-of-term assessments and Y11 mock examinations, interim re-
ports for year groups will be sent home after the holiday.  Y11 students will at-
tend a mock results day event on Friday 13th January where they will receive
their results in a similar way to the real thing next August.

Sporting Achievements
Students at SWR have enjoyed a full programme of extra-curricular sporting ac-
tivities since September.  Our rugby and netball teams have participated in fix-
tures against other local schools.  A massive thank you to all students who have
participated in these fixtures with the highlights being our Y7 and Y9 netball
teams enjoying incredible success and our Y7 rugby team starting the season in
such a winning fashion. 

I must also congratulate our Under-16 boys, girls and Under-13 girls for
qualifying for the County Finals of the School Games Table Tennis Competition -
an amazing achievement.  House sports competitions have also been in full
swing. As I write this, I cannot wait to see which House has won the inter-House
rugby, netball and mixed basketball competitions.  Will it be Andromeda, Orion
or Pegasus?



Christmas Carol Service
The Christmas term especially is always an incredibly busy time of the year at
any school.  As I write this, I am eagerly anticipating our Christmas Carol Serv-
ice at St.Marys’ Church on 13th December.  We are extremely proud that all
Year 7 students will be joining other talented singers and musicians across
SWR.  It will also be our pleasure to welcome students, parents and colleagues
from both St-Mary’s and Avening Primary Schools who will also be performing
with us during the evening.  I am sure that this will be a magical evening that will
be enjoyed by all at this festive time of year.

Festive Wishes
This time of year is the perfect time to reflect upon the year that has passed and
look ahead with optimism to the future.  In the busy Christmas period we often
lose sight of what is important at Christmas: enjoying the company of family,
friends and thinking of others less fortunate than ourselves.  Amongst the
Christmas cheer, we will be asking students to spare a thought for those who
may not be enjoying the festive period for whatever reasons and genuinely con-
sider what ‘peace on earth and goodwill to all’ actually means today.  I am sure
you would agree that this message is even more important in the world that we
live in today.

On a personal note, I would like to thank all students, staff, parents and the
whole SWR community for making me feel incredibly welcome over the last two
terms.  While I look forward to sharing in our students’ achievements throughout
2017, I wish you all a restful and peaceful Christmas.

Jon Bell
Headteacher

Christmas card designs - On the front, SWR Robin by Iola Hilliker, Y7, and on
this page, Animals around a Christmas Tree by Y8 pupil Sophia Hines.



Christmas Carol Concert 2016
WITH Christmas only just around the corner,
SWR is very excited about its carol concert
which takes place at St. Mary’s Church, Tetbury
on Tuesday December 13th at 6.30pm.

Students will be showing off their musical tal-
ents and SWR students, including all of Year 7,
will sing alongside pupils from St Mary’s Pri-
mary School, Tetbury, and Avening Primary
School.

“Brass will perform as well as GCSE Music stu-
dents, hopefully giving our younger students
something to aspire to,” says Mr Dillon, Head of
Music, who has organised the event.

“All of this will be in addition to festive readings
and congregational carols, with a mince pie and
mulled wine reception at the end to wrap it all
up. All are welcome and there is no charge for
entry but due to the number of students in-
volved, we are issuing tickets (free of charge).
Please contact the main school office for yours!
It will be a wonderful way to kick start Christ-
mas.’

All students taking part should return their

WHERE: 
St Marys’ Church, Tetbury
WHEN: 
Tuesday December 13th
TIME:
6.30pm!

Get FREE tickets from the
school main office.

CHRISTMAS 
JUMPER DAY!

PUPILS and staff will raise
money for Save The Children
by donating £1 to wear their
Christmas jumpers to school
on Monday December 12th -
the same day as the Christ-
mas unch.
Jumpers should be worn in-
stead of the school jumpers -
the rest of the school uniform
will remain the same!



SIR William Romney’s raised £330 for
Children In Need by holding a non-uniform
day and organising a ‘spots and spikes’
themed dress competition, to tie in with the
nationwide ‘Spotacular’ theme of this
year’s fundraising event. 

A £10 voucher went to Beth Iles of Year 9,
for her Pudsey style dress with the runner-
up being Luc Platts in his spotty onesie. 

In the crazy hair competition, Michael Dut-
field, Year 8, won for his colourful hair with
Josh Smith of Year 7 coming second. 
Conrad Abbott-Bohl, in Year 8, also raised
an extra £10 for the charity by making his
own fantastic cakes and selling them at
school. 

“Once again, SWR proved they are brilliant
fundraisers,” says Miss Findlay. “It was
lovely to see so many students help out.
Thank you to all the staff and students who
supported the event.”

Above: Year 8’s Conrad Abbott-
Bohl with some of his amazing
cakes for Children in Need. He
raised £10 during break time!

SPOTACULAR FUNDRAISING!

Above: Y10 fundraisers



Beth Iles won best fancy dress Michael Dutfield won best hair!



SWR walkers raise £2,000!

FOR the past few years, Mr Wagner has been organising the annual September
fundraising walk to Shipton Moyne - and this year’s was the best ever, raising
an amazing £2,000 for CLIC Sargent, a charity which supports children and
young people with cancer.

Caroline Marshall of CLIC Sargent came into school to accept the cheque from
head girl, Anna Chappell, and deputy head girl, Maisie Geers, who were two of
83 pupils who helped raise the incredible amount.

“Caroline explained to us how the money would be used to support young peo-
ple and their families as they deal with the impact and life-changing effects of
cancer,” said Mr Wagner. “Well done to all who helped raised the money - stu-
dents, parents, family and friends. Next year, the sponsored walk will be chang-
ing route slightly to Cherington and the charity will be an international one - The
Karen Hilltribes Trust.”

Did you know you parents can get their employers to match the sponsorship they give
their child using Match Funding? Go to https://localgiving.org/how-it-works/matchfunds/

PICTURE PERFECT

Well done to Year 9 stu-
dent, Hattie Nixon, who
took this beautiful photo-
graph to win the latest
House Photograph com-
petition for PEGASUS
house.

Look out for more 
winning photos soon.



Remembrance Day Tributes

Staff and students at Sir William Romney’s School held a two minute silence on
11th November to remember the sacrifices of our country’s brave service men
and women.

Mr Godwin played The Last Post as students lined the corridors before a brass
quartet consisting of Mr Dillon, Emily Saunders, Mr Godwin and Will Jones
played a selection of hymns in the library.

Students who are members of local cadet and guide groups wore their uniforms
to sell poppies. The grand total at the end of the day was £187.63.

We are the champions!
Well done to the Year 9 girls  who
won the Y9 Cotswold District Net-
ball tournament at Deer Park! 

Congratulations Elsie Heslop, Klara
Fletcher, Katie Smith, Elinor Bryan,
Phoebe Hawkins, Maddie Walker,
Janie Syrett, Amber Motti and Rhi-
anna Sumpter on their achieve-
ment.Well done also to Y10s and
Y11 who also played in 
tournaments.



Mr Godwin makes SWR history! 
History teacher Mr Godwin cele-
brated 30 years as a teacher at SWR
last month. Here, he talks about his
three decades in education...

I started in school on November 3rd
1986. I had completed my Post Gradu-
ate Teaching Certificate (PGCE) at Bath
University between September 1985
and July 1986. I did my first extended
teaching practice at Archway School in
the Autumn Term of 1985 and I applied
for a job there as a History teacher and
got down to the last two but it went to a
lady who had two years’ experience in
London. I then found an advert for
someone to teach History at SWR. The
Head of History was off ill but expected
to return. I was interviewed in the half
term and then started on November 3rd
1986 on a week-by-week basis. The
previous Head of History never re-
turned. 

I have served under four Headteachers,
Pat Nicholson, Eric Dawson, Steven
Mackay and Jon Bell.

When I started, it was still blackboards
and a piece of white chalk! To get a bit
of coloured chalk was a sign that ‘you’d
made it?’

The original staff room was where the
music room is now – Mr Dillon’s room –
up to the open partition. All the staff pi-
geon holes were inside the room and
smoking was still allowed. So too was
corporal punishment. 

I’ve involved myself with many musical
productions over the years and I re-
member for ‘Grease’ in 1992, we had a
scrapped car which we carried on its
side from the pupils’ entrance by the
tennis courts to the main hall – no strict

health and safety back then!

I’ve seen many changes in teaching –
GCE/CSE, coursework, Pre Vocational
Education etc and I’ve been in charge
of History, Careers Education,  Health
Education, PSHE, Head of Humanities
etc. I’ve been a staff governor for five
years, chairperson of the staff associa-
tion for fifteen years and a head of
house for 20 years. Where does the
time go?

Over the years, I draw satisfaction
from the support of my students, col-
leagues and parents. Thank you so
much. ‘Mr G.’

Back in 1996!

Mr Godwin with Y10 pupils Charlie
and Nina.



Pupils’ art work to brighten up hospital
It’s been a busy few weeks in the Art depart-
ment. 

Not only have many pupils created Christmas
cards for a competition, some of which feature
in this newsletter, but Mr Davies and pupils
have been busy creating a Christmas tree for

Also, Y10 pupils have created a mural filled with
popular characters from children’s film and TV
to brighten up the children’s waiting area at Tet-
bury Hospital.

The pupils who worked on it were: Evie Garbett, Charlotte Rushton, Tegan O’-
Connor, Emily Saunders, Mimi Saunders and Leah Manning.

“I am thrilled with the mural and so are the staff at Tetbury Hospital,” says Mr
Davies. “The students did a great job and I am very proud of them.”

Teacher of the Year, Mr Davies, helping install the mural created by Year 10
pupils at Tetbury Hospital. 



Merry Christmas!

By Sammy Davis-Berry, Year 8 By Matilda Simonin, Year 8

The wind is chill, on a blanket of snow
The hearth is burning, the house is a-glow
The children are dreaming, tucked in their beds
Thoughts of Christmas, float in their heads
They dream of the halls adorned with holly
And of the folk all merry and jolly
Bout with a crash and the sound of a hoof
There came a great clatter from atop the roof
The children awoke and rushed down in a hurry
The vision of their dreams, still all blurry
And down through the chimney with a crash of
soot
Stuck out a rather large black booted foot
But with a tug of the boots shiny top
Out came Santa Claus, with a pop
He crouched at the tree with a sack in his hand
And pulled out a drum set from a famous band
Before the children could even talk
He vanished, leaving a pile of snow like chalk
And that was the night, when the children were
right
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!

By Jack Thorn, Year 8By Layla Jordan, Year 8

By Labib Miah,
Year 7


