
 
 

DRUGS POLICY 
 

Last Review: January 2013 
Committee: Curriculum 
Date Ratified: 28 February 2013 
Next Review: January 2016 

 
  
Rationale 
 
Schools, parents/carers and a range of agencies working with young people have an important role to 
play in the delivery of the Go Schools play a key role in providing 
drug education and pastoral support to all students and identifying vulnerable students so that those 
who need extra help receive it either in school or through referral to other services. 
  
Drug education is a major component of preventing drug abuse. By educating our students we aim to: 
minimise the number of young people engaging in drug use; delay the age of onset of first use; 
reduce the harm caused by drugs; and enable those who have concerns about drugs to seek help. 
 
Definition 
 

adversely affect behaviour. The school recognises the range of such substances is constantly 
changing. Therefore a Drugs Policy cannot give an exhaustive list of such substances.  Alcohol and 
tobacco can be equally damaging, but are dealt with in under separate sections of the Disciplinary 
Action Section of this policy. 
 
Policy Aims 
 

 To provide accurate information about drugs and other harmful substances 
 

 To actively discourage any involvement with illegal drugs, tobacco and alcohol, and make 
everyone aware of the consequences of substance misuse 

 

 To ensure compliance with criminal law, where it is an offence for any person to possess, use, 
supply or sell controlled drugs 

 
 To provide a clear understanding of how the school will deal with suspected drugs offences. 

 
These aims will be fulfilled through a coordinated programme of education spread throughout the 
curriculum.  The main vehicle will be the PD programme, but other opportunities to reinforce learning 
occur in other parts of the teaching programme, for example in Religious Education, English, Drama 
and Science. 
 
The School will also work with other agencies such as Health Professionals, Community Police, Social 
Services, Education Advisers and Youth/Community workers to deliver its commitment to Drugs 
Education and to deal with incidents of substance misuse. 
 
Staff will be expected to set the highest standards as examples of and in promoting an anti-drug 
culture. They will also reinforce the message through their teaching. 
 
Responsibilities of the school 

 

 Maintaining a continuing programme of education throughout the curriculum 
 

 Ensuring all staff and students are reminded periodically of the need for and information 
contained in this policy 

 

 Arranging appropriate in-service training for staff periodically 
 



 Keeping parents/carers informed though newsletters and presentations, involving other 
agencies and local police community liaison officers as appropriate 

 
 Provide targeted support for vulnerable students 

 
 Arranging individual support and counselling to any student genuinely seeking help under the 

g forward with a drug problem will receive 
help, but must nevertheless be dealt with per the investigation procedure below 

 

 Where reasonable grounds for suspicion of drugs involvement arise, arranging an immediate 
investigation per the procedure below. 

 
Investigating Drugs Related Incidents 
 
As soon as any drugs related activity is suspected: 
 

 The student(s) should be isolated under the supervision of other staff members and searched 
 

 
 The Headteacher or Assistant Headteacher should be informed who will appoint a member of 

staff to conduct an initial investigation and statements should be taken from all students 
involved 

 
 If substances are found, the suspected substance should be confiscated immediately and 

secured i  
 

 As soon as the investigating member of staff concludes that a controlled drugs offence may 
have been committed, the Police are to be informed and the investigation handed over to 
them 

 
 Parents/carers should be informed at the earliest opportunity 

 
 A contemporaneous log of events should be initiated and maintained from the outset 

 

 The Chair of Governors must be informed 
 
In all cases a programme of family/student support is to be considered in consultation with 
appropriate agencies and implemented at the earliest opportunity 
 
Disciplinary Action 
 
Substance misuse is viewed with great seriousness.  The following disciplinary action will be taken: 
 

1. Drugs 
 

i) First Offence  Substance misuse or possession (excluding supply or intent to 
supply*) 
First offence will lead to a fixed term exclusion of 15 school days 

 
ii) Second Offence - (excluding supply or intent to supply*) 

Second offence will lead to permanent exclusion 
 

iii) Concerned in the supply of, or intent to supply controlled drugs* 
       Permanent exclusion 

 
2. Alcohol 

 
i) First Offence - Alcohol misuse or possession (including supply or intent to supply) 

First offence will lead to a fixed term exclusion of 5 school days 
 

ii) Second Offence (including supply or intent to supply) 
Second offence will lead to another fixed term exclusion of 10 school days 

 
iii)        Third Offence (including supply or intent to supply) 

                         Possible permanent exclusion 
 

3. Smoking of tobacco 
 

i) First Offence  
School detention 

 



ii) Second Offence 
Student Focus Room for 1 day 

 
 iii)        Third and Subsequent Offences  

Fixed term exclusion for 1 school day 
 

 
*Supply or intent to supply includes the sharing of drugs with other students. 
 
 


