
SWR has launched an appeal to fill 100 gift 

shoeboxes for children who live in a world 

of poverty in Eastern Europe. 

The appeal is part of a Rotary International 

initiative and has been organised by the 

school’s Design Technology curriculum 

coordinator Mike Wagner. He comments: 

“Last year we sent 62 shoeboxes and I’m 

confident we can hit our 100-box target.” 

Three different types of boxes can be filled 

for various age groups (2-4 years, 5-9 years 

and 10-14 years) and these may contain gifts 

such as toys, toiletries, educational and 

household items. 

“We have sent a list of suggested gifts to 

students and parents, but I would like to 

stress that all items must be new and no 

battery-operated goods or perishable food 

can be packed, although long-life Haribos or 

boiled sweets are OK,” he adds. 

Students or parents can also ‘buy’ a box by donating £10, but in 

order for the shoeboxes to reach Romania in time for Easter, 

donations should be sent to the school by February 13 and 

boxes by March 5. 

The Rotary Shoebox Appeal originated in 1994 and now 

provides more than 60 000 parcels of happiness to children and 

families in Eastern Europe. For many it will be the first gift they 

have ever received. 

100 shoeboxes will be parcels  

of happiness for children 
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SWR students load shoeboxes bound for Eastern Europe in 2015. This year’s 

target is 100 boxes. 

Jack Turner runs for Wales 

Congratulations to 

former SWR student 

Jack Turner who 

makes his second 

appearance in a Wales 

vest at the Cardiff 

Cross Challenge this 

weekend. 

Jack (18) made his 

international debut for the Wales under-20 men’s 

team at the Celtic Cross Challenge in Edinburgh 

on January 9, finishing 46th overall and the sixth 

Wales runner home. 

Picture courtesy of Gloucester Citizen 

Year 11s Theo Martin, 

Mali Mercelsanca, 

Sam May and Angus 

Greig were the 

winning team in the 

recent UKMT Team 

Maths Challenge. 

Working in teams of 

four, students 

competed against the 

clock to tackle a 

variety of engaging 

mathematical 

activities while 

developing teamwork 

and communication 

skills. 

 It all adds up in   

maths challenge . . . 
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Well done and thank you to all the students who took part 

in the Christmas concert.  

We heard a wide range of musical styles, from folk and 

classical to rock and jazz.   

It was sad to say goodbye to Heg Brignall-Taylor who was 

leading the senior choir in her last concert at Sir William 

Romney’s before she takes to the road in her expanding 

freelance musical career.   

On the other hand, it was great to hear the newly-formed 

orchestra performing in their first concert.   

Congratulations to all the soloists, and especially well done 

to all the Year 7 students who made the commitment to 

rehearse and perform in their first concert at the school.   

Now we look forward to planning for the next 

performance! 

• Miss Hancock – Music curriculum coordinator 

Music for all tastes at Christmas concert 
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The week before Christmas saw our first Inter 

House Science Competition taking place in which 

our Year 9 Scientists competed to design and make a 

water clock.  

Teams from all houses took part and from the chaos 

of cups, straws, beakers, string and tape, there 

emerged a diverse array of individualised designs.  

After much trial and some error (and at times a very 

wet laboratory!) the students and their clocks were 

ready to compete. The competition was fierce but 

good humoured, with much encouragement along 

the way. House colour-themed water cascaded in 

torrents, although not always in the right place, but 

the end results were impressive.  

Several groups tied for second place, but the winning 

team hit the one minute target to the second! So it’s 

congratulations to Tirian, Charlotte, Grace and Leah, 

representing Orion, for designing the winning clock. 

Mr Godwin, Head of Orion, is proud of you!  

A huge well done to all for 

taking part with so much 

good humour, enthusiasm 

and determination. Here’s 

to the next Inter House 

event – and watch out 

Orion, Andromeda led by 

Mrs Jones, and Pegasus led 

by me, are close on your 

heels!    

Dr C Pullin -Teacher of 

Science and Head of 

Pegasus 

Orion beats the clock in science competition 
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Year 10 students came to school 

dressed smartly in December for 

their practice job interviews. After 

completing an application form 

each was given an ‘appointment’.  

Professionals from the local 

community and many parents took 

time off work to conduct the 

interviews and each student 

received written feedback.  

“The students really enjoyed the 

experience and all felt that it would 

help them prepare for their college 

or job interviews next year,” said 

SWR’s work experience 

coordinator James Courtice. 

Year 10s get dressed for      

job success . . . 

Girls’ hockey fixtures - 2016 

Under-16 (Years 10 & 11): 

Thurs Jan 28 v TK (h) - RAU 

Thurs Feb 11 v Deer Park (a) - Deer Park 

Thurs March 3 v Farmors (h) - RAU 

Wed March 16 v SHS (a) - Stratford Leisure 

Training/Hockey Club for U16 & U14 on      

Thursdays at the Royal Agricultural University. 

Under-14 (Years 8 & 9): 

Thurs Jan 21 v Archway (h) - RAU 

Thurs Feb 4 v Farmors (h) - RAU 

Thurs Feb 11 v Deer Park (h) - RAU 

Thurs March 17 v Rednock (h) - Year 7 & 8 

seven-a-side - RAU 

Girls’ football fixtures - 2016       

(7-a-side) 

Wed Jan 27 v Rednock (a) - Years 7 & 8 

Wed Feb 3 v Maidenhill (h) - Years 7 & 8 

Wed March 2 v TBC (a) School Games - Year 8 

Please visit our website: swr.gloucs.sch.uk for 

more details 
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At the end of Term 2, 110 students celebrated achieving 100% 

attendance – and it seemed appropriate with Christmas looming 

that a box of chocolates was a fitting gift. 

In addition, 110 names were put in a hat and three students’ 

names were drawn at the end-of-term assembly.  

The star prize, an Amazon Fire tablet, kindly donated by The 

Tetbury Co-op, was presented to Joshua Bleasdale. An I-tunes 

voucher and a W H Smith voucher were won by Iris Batlle-Parris 

and Max Gwyer respectively.  

• Mrs Lomas, Attendance Officer 

Full attendance prizes 

Sarah is the new PTFA chair . . . 
We welcome a new chair of the PTFA - Sarah Davis-Berry (mum to Kara in year 11 and Sam in year 7). Sarah has 

been a long-standing member of the PTFA and our thanks to her for stepping up!   

We would also like to thank Debbie Powell and Lisa Williamson (our outgoing chair and vice chair) who set the PTFA 

up three years ago. They have made a tremendous contribution to getting us off the ground and in our fund-raising 

efforts. Debbie has kindly agreed to stay on the committee and will be our new vice chair. 

The school is currently discussing items for us to buy. This month we have been able to offer a fantastic £2 500 (the 

result of fundraising from the car show, the Christmas card project, donations for refreshments at events, our 100 

Club and Easy Fundraising). Thank you for all your contributions. 

Recent 100 Club winners are Katherine Turner, Stephen Hirst, Nicky Howe and Jane Rushton. Please see page 6 of 

this newsletter for a 100 Club form from Catherine Chidley. New and old supporters are very welcome! 

Just a reminder – we still have a ‘cause page’ on Easy Fundraising. If you shop online, please think of signing up to the 

Sir William Romney’s PTFA cause. Every time you shop the PTFA gets a donation from the retailer (most retailers are 

involved). It really is very easy and not intrusive - the only issue is remembering to use it every time you shop! We 

have been able to raise £437 to date through Easy Fundraising, with 21 supporters.  

• Jo Brown 

And the winners are . . . Iris Batlle-Parris, Joshua Bleasdale 

and Max Gwyer 

Get up and dance! 

Lilia Kayani  and Finn Gazzard have organised a Valentine’s 

Disco for Year 7s and 8s at SWR on February 11 to raise 

funds for their trip to Borneo in 2017. 

“We are going to Borneo for a month to help with     

community and conservation projects, and all pupils are 

required to pay for the trip themselves,” says Lilia. 

The disco runs from 7.30 - 9pm and will include face    

painting and a tuck shop. Tickets cost £2 in advance 

(available in the Library) or £3 on the night. 

mailto:s.jones@swr.gloucs.sch.uk
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LUNCHTIME CLUBS  

DAY YEAR WHAT WHERE 

Monday   

All Years Orchestra MU1 

Years 10 & 11 Multigym Sports Hall 

Tuesday    

Year 7 Football Outside 

 Hockey Sports Hall 

Wednesday   

All Years Ukulele MU2 

All Years Freeball and Multigym Sports Hall 

All Years Creative Writing (1.30 - 2pm) Library 

Thursday   

 Graphics AR2 

All Years girls & and boys Badminton Sports Hall 

Friday  

 Keyboards Breaktime MU2 

 Recorder Lunch MU2 

Year 10 & 11 Multigym Gym 

KS4 Boys Indoor Football Sports Hall 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS   

Monday   

All Years FutureTechGirls (Week A) 

Coding Club (Week B) 

IT1 

IT1 

All Years English Support (4.20pm) EN3 

Tuesday  

KS3 Senior Choir MU1 

KS3 Football and Hockey Outside 

All Years Maths drop-in sessions (4.20pm) MA3 

All Years Tech Club  

GCSE ICT IT1 

All Years Homework Club Library 

All Years Girls Football Starts 1 Dec Courts 

Wednesday   

Year 7 Pottery Club (3.20 - 4.40pm) AR2 

Year 7 German Club (Ends 4.45pm) H1 

All Years Creative Writing (3.30 - 4.30pm) Library 

KS4 Girls Aerobics/Circuits Gym 

KS4 Tech Club  

Year 8  Year 8 Club EN4 

Thursday   

Years 10 and 11 Graphics Freehand and       

Technical Drawing 

DT 

All Years Homework Club Library 


