
 

Creating a culture of aspiration and ambition by having high 
expectations of students, parents, governors and ourselves. 
 

Isolating students engaging with in school learning remotely – October 2021 
 
From next week we will be trialling some changes to the way we provide remote learning for students having to self-
isolate. The hope is that these changes will ensure students are more able to engage with learning from home and 
return to school feeling confident they have not fallen behind their peers. 
Students are only expected to engage with remote learning if they are well but unable to attend due to current 
isolation rules. If your child is unwell or becomes unwell during a period of isolation and therefore they are unable to 
engage with remote learning, please contact the school so that we are aware of this.  
 
From Monday 11th October, any student isolating and well enough to engage with learning will have some form of 
live engagement available to them in most but not all of their timetabled lessons. This may take on the form of short 
sections of lessons being streamed or having the chat function open to them to seek advice from their teacher.  This 
live engagement will be delivered through meetings in Microsoft Teams. Information on how to attend these 
meetings can be found in the guide that was sent home previously and is attached again for your convenience. 
 
It is important to stress that such a model comes with some significant challenges for teachers and students and 
therefore it is crucial that all parents are aware of and understand the following things: 

• Live engagement is not one to one tuition. Students in the classroom will take up a significant proportion of 
teacher time and therefore students must understand they may need to wait for support. 

• It is never appropriate for a parent to engage with the teacher during a lesson. Should a parent wish to 
communicate with the teacher they should do so via email and the teacher will respond at an appropriate 
time. 

• For safeguarding reasons, any recording, passing on or sharing of anything from lessons that have been 
streamed live is strictly forbidden. 

• Teachers are unable to provide technical support under any circumstance. They will be focused on delivering 
the lesson to the class as a whole. Any technical issues should be sent to ict.support@swr.gloucs.sch.uk 

• Students attending lessons remotely (and parents who may be present) will be expected to adhere to the 
expectations laid out in the guide regarding their own conduct and behaviour. 

• Not all lessons will include a live element (practical lessons in particular) and students will continue to 
receive work for these through assignments on teams. 

• Live elements are not intended to be whole lessons and students will be expected to work independently 
between each contact point. 

• Remote learning will only be provided for students having to isolate due to covid. If a student is unable to 
attend school for any other reason they will be supported with catching up when they return. 

 
A number of subjects will not be incorporating live interaction unless the entire class is having to isolate. This is 
due to the practical nature of the subject and the potential health and safety risk of monitoring students both at 
home and in school. These subjects are PE, DT workshop lessons, Drama and Music Practical lessons. PD lessons will 
also not be live streamed, this is because we feel it is important that the topics explored are done so in an 
environment where the students have the full attention of the class teacher and are able to ask questions in a safe 
and monitored environment. 
 
In addition, across all subjects there may be some content that cannot be delivered whilst providing a live interactive 
element. For example, a timed essay, a science practical or a planned activity outside of the classroom. 
In these circumstances, teachers will set alternative work through Microsoft Teams for completion but will not be 
available via Teams until the next scheduled ‘Live’ Session.   
Students should expect 5 subjects worth of learning a day and therefore need to check their assignments if one or 
more lessons have not scheduled a ‘meeting’. 
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