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 We have had a wonderful week back at SWR.
 

Last night, we held our Year 7 BBQ, which is always one of the highlights of the school year. It was
fantastic to hear so many positive stories about how our new Year 7 students have settled in and are
already enjoying life at SWR. We have been extremely impressed with the way they have started their
secondary school journey and look forward to seeing their confidence and success continue to grow.
Thank you to all the parents, students and staff who attended and helped create such a welcoming

and enjoyable atmosphere.
 

Our Open Mornings begin next week, with our Open Evening taking place on Thursday 24th
September. We are incredibly proud of the opportunities, experiences and education we offer at SWR

and are looking forward to showcasing our school to prospective families. If you know any parents
who are currently considering secondary school options for their child, please encourage them to

attend or share our flyer on your social media. Information about all events, including timings, can be
found on our website and in the poster included within this newsletter. We will also be looking for

student volunteers to support our Open Evening, and letters inviting students to take part will be sent
out next week.

 
I would also like to personally thank our PTFA. Not only do they provide invaluable support at many
of our events throughout the year, but thanks to their fundraising efforts they have also been able to

provide significant financial support to several departments and our House System at the start of this
term. A vibrant and active PTFA is incredibly important for a small school such as SWR, and we are

very fortunate to have such a dedicated group supporting our community.
 

Finally, after eight years of dedicated service, our Chair of Governors, Anna Herbert, stepped down at
the end of her term this week. Anna has been a tremendous supporter of SWR as a parent, governor
and Chair of Governors, and the entire school community would like to thank her for the significant
contribution she has made to the school. I am delighted that Mark Lees has been appointed as our

new Chair of Governors. Mark has served as Vice Chair of our Local Governing Body and as a governor
for the past two years, bringing with him extensive experience in school leadership. I am very much

looking forward to working with him in his new role. I will leave Mark to introduce himself to you in a
future edition of SWR Weekly.

 
The Governing Body is also keen to recruit additional governors. If you, or someone you know, may be
interested in finding out more, Mark would be delighted to hear from you. In particular, the Governing

Body is interested in people with a range of professional experiences and skills, not just those
connected to education. Being a governor is a rewarding and important role, providing both support

and challenge to school leaders while making a meaningful difference to the lives of young people
and the wider school community.

 
I hope you have a lovely weekend.

 
Mr Ruscoe

HOUSE EVENT
We held our first House Challenge event

of the year last Friday with an exciting
team-building competition. It was

fantastic to see so many students fully
embrace the challenge and to have

such strong support from across the
school.

 Although the weather left some
participants a little wet, students

approached every activity with
enthusiasm, resilience and great House

spirit, representing their teams with
pride and determination throughout.

Congratulations to Nova for taking the
victory and making a strong start to this

year's House competition.



SWR STARS

PARENTPAY
Please ensure that your child’s

ParentPay account has
sufficient funds so they can
purchase food and drinks at

break and lunchtime.

Keeping their account topped
up will ensure they don’t miss

out on lunch. 

SAFEGUARDING
SPOTLIGHT

Please see the 'What parents need
to know about chat roulette' guide

at the end of this week's
newsletter.

Please be aware that
apps/websites with different

names (e.g. Omeagle) operate in a
very similar way.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE SEND
LOCAL OFFER 

Between 7th and 24th September 2026, Ofsted and the Care Quality
Commission (CQC) are carrying out a thematic review of

Gloucestershire's SEND Local Offer. As part of the visit, inspectors want
to hear directly from children and young people with SEND, parents

and carers, and professionals who support them.

The review will explore how well local services understand and meet
the needs of children and young people with SEND, how effectively

services work together, and whether families are genuinely involved in
shaping support across the county.

If you are a parent or carer of a child with SEND, your experiences
matter. By completing the survey, you can help inspectors understand

what life is really like for families accessing SEND support in
Gloucestershire. Whether your experiences have been positive,

challenging, or a mixture of both, your feedback can help influence
future improvements.

The surveys are open until 16th September 2026. We strongly
encourage all families of children and young people with SEND to take

a few minutes to share their views.

To access the surveys, click here 

Dwayne-Leigh, Eddie and Immy -  for having an amazing start in
Geography.

Cody - for having a fantastic attitude in first English lessons.

Isaac - for getting an amazing score in a quiz during Computing. 

Ruby - for her outstanding effort in English and showing her learning in
a persuasive writing paragraph. Ruby has neen amazing in Maths as

well. 

Gia - for an impressive start to her GCSE Art course. Well done! 

Toby - A really fantastic start to Science in Year 10 - well done and keep
it up! 

Harry - for getting into the Gloucestershie Academy Rugby team - an
incredible achievement! 

Honey-May - for a wonderful start in Health and Social Care - a totally
smashing part 1A of the examined assingment. 

GOVERNOR
VACANCY

We are looking for a new governor to
join our team. The role of Governors

is to oversee the strategic
development of the school and to

advise and support the school
leadership team.

Governors are tasked with
supporting and challenging the
headteacher and the leadership

team, to monitor progress towards
improvement priorities and to make

decisions around staffing and the
school budget.

We are ideally looking for someone
that comes from a business

background and experience. If you
would like to find out more or know
someone who would be interested,
please contact Mark Lees, Chair of

Governors
(mlees.governors@swr.gloucs.sch.uk) or

Daisy Alban-Jones, Clerk to
Governors

(dalbanjones@swr.gloucs.sch.uk)

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-including-autism/send-local-offer-thematic-review/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-send-including-autism/send-local-offer-thematic-review/
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